CHAPTER XIV

THE  SEPARATION  OF  CHURCH AND

STATE

F | ^HE anti-clericals represent all those who
i have broken all bonds of external sympa-
thy with the militant clergy. The ma-
jority of them are quiet, modest theists, largely
driven out of the Church by the political inter-
ferences of the priests. Some have still the
traits of the old Voltairians. Others resemble
the materialists of the eighteenth century, though
they give themselves out as Positivists. There
are those of an extreme temperament who pose
as the custodians of reason, the defenders of
science, and the representatives of progress;
but this means, in most cases, that they are
religiously indifferent, irreligious, or agnostic.
Some Free-masons among them are as intol-
erant as the orders themselves. Scientists are
mostly anti-clericals, though moderate as a rule.
The teachers, a noble body of men and women,
are the greatest force of resistance against the

280